[Antidepressant effect of ethanol extracts from three species of sect. Hypericum medicinal plants in mice].
To explore the antidepressant actions of ethanol extracts from three species of sect. Hypericum medicinal plants. The forced swimming test and mouse tail suspensions in mice were used. Ethanol extracts of sect. Hypericum medicinal plants significantly shortened motionless time of mice forced swimming and despair time of mouse tail suspension in the two behavior despair animal models of depression. The effect of H. faberi was weaker than that of H. perforatum. These findings demonstrated that the extracts from three species of sect. Hypericum medicinal plants possessed obvious antidepressant activity.